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MY  EXPERIENCES 


IN  SPIRITUAL  HEALING 


TT  would  be  easy  and  simple  for  me  to  be 
A  still,  to  be  content  with  the  happy 
results  of  my  daily  experiences,  to  avoid 
contention  and  controversy,  and  to  continue 
the  work  in  which  I  have  been  engaged  for 
more  than  eight  years  with  intense  satisfac¬ 
tion  to  those  with  whom  I  have  been 
brought  in  contact,  as  well  as  to  myself. 

In  the  belief  that  when  we  pass  out  of 
this  world,  the  chief  sorrow  and  remorse 
which  we  undergo  is  for  our  sins  of 
omission,  for  neglect  of  opportunities  for 
good  which  have  been  afforded  to  us,  for 
showing  idle  complacency  instead  of  pro¬ 
found  gratitude,  for  fearing  the  criticism 
and  condemnation  of  man  when  our  con¬ 
science  calls  us  to  fulfil  our  duty,  I  think  the 
time  is  fully  come  when  I  am  bound  to 
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record  my  experiences  on  the  subject  of 
Spiritual  Healing. 

Where  the  truth  is  so  evident  and 
palpable  to  oneself,  it  is  hard  to  realise 
why  there  should  be  so  much  objection,  so 
much  disbelief,  so  much  scorn  in  others. 
There  are  obviously  very  many  who  have 
had  personal  experience,  and  who  have  been 
witnesses  of  the  happy  results,  who  are 
absolute  believers,  but  even  amongst  my  old 
friends  and  acquaintances,  in  as  far  as  I  can 
judge  their  inner  thoughts,  there  are  some 
who  either  cannot  or  will  not  bring  them¬ 
selves  to  believe. 

Quite  recently  a  man  whom  I  have 
known  intimately  for  years,  who  had  had 
frequent  opportunities  of  seeing  and  hearing 
of  the  results  of  my  treatment,  and  who 
came  to  me  as  a  sufferer  to  be  treated,  said 
to  me,  c  To  be  candid  with  you,  I  have  never 
really  believed  in  you  until  now  ’ — after 
having  personally  experienced  relief  from 
all  pain. 

Some  time  ago  a  family  with  whom  I 
am  intimate,  summoned  me  to  attend  a 
child  suffering  from  Tuberculosis.  His 
doctor  and  a  specialist  called  from  London 
had  given  up  all  hope  of  his  recovery,  or 
indeed  of  his  surviving  more  than  a  few 
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days.  After  my  first  visit  the  boy  revived , 

I  was  invited  to  visit  him  again,  when  there 
was  a  further  improvement  ;  he  is  now 
alive  and  convalescent,  and  yet  I  think  that 
his  family  attribute  his  recovery  entirely  to 
medical  and  sanitary  treatment. 

A  relative  was  recently  asked  by  a 
mutual  old  friend,  a  dignitary  of  the 
Church,  concerning  the  truth  of  my  power, 
implying  obviously  his  scepticism.  I  have 
old  friends  who  apparently  so  dislike  the 
idea  that  they  began  by  shunning  all  allusion 
to  the  subject,  and  now  avoid  my  society. 

If  such  is  the  case  with  people  with 
whom  I  have  lived  on  intimate  terms,  it 
should  not  be  surprising  that  those  who 
have  never  heard  of  me  at  all,  or  only  by 
name,  should  be  sceptical  and  condemnatory. 
Nevertheless  I  shall  endeavour  to  fulfil 
what  I  consider  to  be  my  duty,  and  to 
record  in  all  truth  and  sincerity  my  ex¬ 
periences. 

I  should  obviously,  in  the  selection  of 
the  cases  to  which  I  refer,  have  preferred  to 
have  inserted  all  names  and  places  ;  but  I 
am  bound  to  respect  the  susceptibilities  of 
individuals  and  I  have  acted  accordingly. 

Much  has  been  said,  much  has  been 
written  on  the  subject.  I  do  not  propose  to 
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enter  into  any  controversial  discussions  with 
reference  to  Spirit  Therapeutics,  the  power 
of  Suggestion,  Psychic  Treatment — the  Sub¬ 
liminal  and  the  Superaliminal  Self — the 
Conscious  and  the  Subconscious  Mind,  and 
other  psychological  arguments  which  are 
adduced  to  explain  what  is  in  my  opinion 
beyond  all  human  explanation. 

The  Bible  records  that  to  some  shall  be 
given  the  power  of  healing.  It  is  obvious 
that  I  do  not  presume  to  lay  claim  to  any 
personal  power.  It  is  a  gift  on  the  same 
conditions  that  other  special  gifts  are 
bestowed  upon  men. 

I  admit  that  for  fifty  years  I  have  taken 
personal  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  sick 
and  needy : — at  the  Brompton  Hospital  for 
Consumption  ;  as  an  Almoner  of  the  Society 
for  the  relief  of  Distress  in  Shoreditch, 
Limehouse,  and  Vauxhall ;  as  a  Visiting 
Governor  for  many  years  at  St.  George’s 
Hospital;  as  Chairman  of  the  Royal  Free 
Hospital ;  as  President  of  the  Huntingdon¬ 
shire  County  Hospital,  and  during  the  Boer 
War  when  I  received  sick  and  wounded 
officers  at  Hinchingbrooke  without  assistance 
of  any  nurse  or  doctor  while  I  was  at  home 
— I  have  had  considerable  experience  of  the 
care  of  the  sick. 
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We  read  in  i  Cor.  xii.  9:  6  To  another 
is  given  the  gifts  of  healing  by  the  same 
Spirit.’  This  power  is  exercised  by  Faith 
and  Prayer. 

F'aith  is  4  the  confidence  that  we  have  in 
God  that  if  we  ask  anything  according  to 
H  is  will,  He  heareth  us,  and  if  we  know 
that  He  hear  us,  whatsoever  we  ask,  we 
know  that  we  have  the  petitions  that  we 
desired  of  Him’  (1  St.  John,  v.  14,  15). 
And  our  Lord  tells  us,  in  St.  Mark,  xi.  24 : 

4  What  things  soever  ye  desire,  when  ye 
pray,  believe  that  ye  receive  them,  and  ye 
shall  have  them,’  and  4  These  signs  shall 
follow  them  that  believe :  they  shall  lay 
hands  on  the  sick  and  they  shall  recover  ’ 
(St.  Mark,  xvi.  17,  18). 

Christ  is  the  Healer ;  man  by  faith  is 
His  instrument. 

I  think  it  is  generally  recognised  that  in 
ancient  times  the  power  of  Healing  was 
greatly  exercised  by  men,  and  was  generally 
recognised  by  the  Church.  I  believe  that 
it  is  not  so  uncommon  as  is  generally 
supposed  at  the  present  time.  I  have  heard 
of  several  who  profess  to  have  the  power. 

I  have  only  had  personal  experience  of 
the  power  bestowed  on  Mr.  Hickson — 
I  have  met  an  Indian  and  an  Englishman 
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who  have  related  their  successful  experiences 
to  me.  Several  Belgians  who  have  recently 
been  under  my  care  have  spoken  to  me  of 
Pere  Antoine,  of  Liege,  who  was  recognised 
in  Belgium  as  a  Healer.  There  may  be 
many  who  possess  the  gift  without  know¬ 
ing  it. 

I  am  often  asked  whether  Faith  is 
necessary  in  the  patient  as  well  as  in  the 
Healer.  This  cannot  be  so ;  I  have  treated 
a  baby  and  a  child  with  complete  success, 
as  well  as  persons  who  had  no  idea  who 
I  was,  or  of  the  object  of  my  visit,  and 
others  who,  so  far  as  I  know,  had  no  belief 
in  the  power. 

I  am  asked  whether  my  efforts  have 
always  been  attended  with  success.  This 
is  a  difficult  question  to  answer,  considering 
the  great  number  and  variety  of  persons 
whom  I  have  attended. 

There  are  some  whom  I  have  attended 
for  years,  others  whom  I  have  only  had  the 
opportunity  of  seeing  once ;  of  these  there 
are  some  who  have  written  to  thank  me  for 
the  benefit,  others  of  whom  I  have  heard  no 
more. 

It  is  obvious  that,  except  in  cases  of  pain 
or  fever,  I  am  myself  unable  at  once  to 
realise  the  result.  I  can  only  remember  the 
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instances  of  three  cases  when  the  renewal  of 
the  treatment  was  not  desired.  I  remember 
a  case  where  all  pain  ceased  without  my 
previous  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  any 
suffering.  Maladies  have  required  treatment 
at  intervals  for  weeks,  months,  and  even 
years,  until  the  cure  was  brought  about. 

There  have  been  instances  in  which  I 
have  had  no  apparent  success,  but  I  have 
been  directed  not  to  judge  by  evident 
results  ;  that  the  mind  and  the  soul  are  of 
infinitely  more  importance  than  the  body, 
and  patients  have  often  acknowledged  benefits 
received,  without  my  being  cognisant  of  the 
results  attained. 

I  believe  that  the  decrees  of  Providence 
are  inscrutable,  that  there  is  no  limit  to 
Divine  Power,  and  that  it  is  my  duty  to 
exercise  the  gift  bestowed  upon  me  to  the 
best  of  my  ability  whenever  and  wheresoever 
I  am  directed. 

I  believe  that  out  of  all  this  terrible 
strife  and  suffering  now  agitating  the  great 
nations  of  the  world  will  come  spiritual 
enlightenment.  Many  gifts,  many  develop- 
ments  will  be  made  known,  one  of  which 
will  be  the  spiritual  power  of  healing. 

Out  of  darkness  and  misery  will  come 
light  and  uplifting  help.  There  will  be  a 
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great  piercing  of  the  veil  which  obscures 
human  understanding  ;  there  will  be  a  great 
advancement  in  all  branches  of  knowledge, 
the  greatest  of  which  will  be  the  accord  of 
science  and  spirituality,  the  amalgamation  of 
which  will  tend  towards  the  good  of  man¬ 
kind. 

At  present  they  are  at  variance,  going 
along  parallel  roads.  Spirituality  must  be 
helped  by  mentality.  Mentality  must  have 
the  inspiration  of  Spirituality,  until  they 
attain  mutual  accord  and  harmony. 

This  is  how  the  knowledge  of  my  power 
came  to  me. 

In  November,  1907,  my  butler,  George 
Andrews,  had  undergone  a  very  serious 
operation  at  the  hospital  in  Queen’s  Square, 
in  connection  with  a  tumour  on  his  spine  ; 
my  footman,  who  had  visited  him  one 
Sunday  afternoon,  came  to  me  and  told  me 
that  his  agony  was  so  great  that  he  was 
unable  to  remain  in  the  room  with  him. 

I  went  off  at  once  to  the  hospital  and 
found  Andrews  in  the  ward  adjoining  the 
operation  theatre.  I  had  been  accustomed 
all  my  life  to  visiting  hospitals,  and  must 
admit  this  was  the  only  occasion  on  which  I 

j 

have  felt  horrified  at  what  I  saw.  Three  or 
four  other  patients  were  lying  in  the  ward, 
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all  looking  more  like  mummies  than  human 
beings. 

Andrews  was  lying  flat  on  his  back,  and 
after  a  few  minutes’  conversation  he  said: 
6  Oh,  my  lord,  this  agony  is  coming  on 
again — it  is  more  than  I  can  bear.’  The 
idea  came  to  me  to  answer  him,  c  No, 
Andrews,  it  is  not,  you  are  not  going  to 
have  it  again  ;  don’t  think  about  it,  let  us 
talk  of  other  things,’  and  I  began  asking 
him  about  his  school  days. 

He  never  had  the  pain  again,  much  to 
the  surprise  of  those  who  were  attending 
him.  They  told  me  that  his  pain  was  the 
usual  consequence  of  an  operation  such  as  he 
had  undergone.  Shortly  afterwards  I  went 
abroad  and  I  left  directions  that  on  his  dis¬ 
charge  from  the  hospital,  if  he  only  required 
ordinary  nursing,  he  could  return  to  Hinch- 
ingbrooke,  otherwise  that  he  should  be 
removed  to  a  nursing  home. 

When  I  returned  from  abroad,  in  spite 
of  my  directions  I  found  him  at  Hinching- 
brooke  under  the  care  of  a  male  nurse,  F.  L. 
Harries,  who  was  sent  in  charge  of  him  from 
the  hospital,  and  who  was  directed  to  remain 
with  him  for  two  or  three  days ;  he  had 
already  been  with  Andrews  day  and  night 
for  several  weeks,  and  eventually  remained 
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with  him  without  intermission  for  a  year  and 
nine  months,  until  his  death. 

Andrews  was  in  the  most  miserable  con¬ 
dition  of  mind  and  body  ;  I  have  never  seen 
greater  depression  of  mind,  and  he  was 
totally  paralysed.  No  help  was  possible 
for  him  from  the  medical  or  surgical  pro¬ 
fessions. 

Through  my  cousin,  Mrs.  Villiers,  I 
heard  of  a  Mr.  Hickson,  a  so-called  faith- 
healer  ;  I  went  to  London  in  the  hopes  of 
inducing  him  to  come  and  see  Andrews.  I 
called  with  Mrs.  Villiers  on  Mr.  Hickson  in 
Talbot  Square.  He  immediately  on  my 
introduction  said,  ‘  You  have  the  same  power 
that  I  have.’  I  was  so  astonished  that  I 
asked  no  questions. 

Mr.  Hickson  shortly  afterwards  came  for 
a  night  to  Hinchingbrooke.  I  was  present 
on  one  occasion  when  he  treated  Andrews, 
and  afterwards  attempted  the  same  course. 
Andrews  told  me  that  he  experienced  abso¬ 
lutely  the  same  sensations  from  me  as  he  had 
from  Mr.  Hickson.  This  was  on  May 
i  ith,  1908. 

Some  time  afterwards  I  asked  Mr.  Hick¬ 
son  how  he  had  known  so  quickly  that  the 
same  power  had  been  given  to  me  as  to 
himself.  His  answer  was,  c  I  cannot  tell 
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you,  except  that  I  saw  it  at  once  in  your 
personality.’ 

I  continued  this  treatment  to  Andrews 
daily  for  about  four  months;  his  improve¬ 
ment  was  marvellous.  He  became  compara¬ 
tively  cheerful  and  was  able  to  walk  about 
alone;  at  this  time  I  was  suffering  from 
carbuncles  and  was  advised  by  my  doctor  to 
discontinue  all  treatment  of  patients  for  their 
sake  as  well  as  my  own.  Andrews  lived  on 
for  a  year  and  nine  months.  I  may  here 
record  a  strange  incident  in  connection  with 
his  death ;  on  one  occasion  during  my 
absence  he  had  a  very  serious  attack  of 
influenza  (his  temperature  was  1 04° )  from 
which  he  recovered,  but  there  was  nothing 
abnormal  in  his  condition  in  September, 
1908,  when  I  went  to  stay  with  General  Sir 
Arthur  Paget  for  the  army  manoeuvres.  I 
was  at  that  time  not  treating  Andrews,  but 
I  visited  him  very  often  ;  on  the  morning 
I  left,  partly  from  a  look  which  he  gave  me, 
and  partly  from  my  own  intuition,  I  sent 
for  Harries  and  gave  directions  as  to  what 
was  to  be  done  in  the  event  of  his  death 
during  my  short  absence.  He  passed  away 
in  his  sleep  before  my  return. 

I  must  here  record  the  extraordinary 
care  and  attention  of  Nurse  Harries,  who 
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having  come  to  look  after  Andrews  for  a 
few  days  on  his  leaving  the  hospital,  had 
attended  him  for  a  year  and  nine  months 
with  unremitting  fidelity  and  devotion,  very 
often  under  trying  circumstances  ;  at  first 
Harries  would  not  leave  his  patient  day  or 
night,  and  I  had  to  give  orders  that  he 
should  absent  himself  for  some  hours  daily. 
It  would  be  impossible  to  exaggerate  his 
zeal,  his  tact,  and  untiring  care  in  a  very 
difficult  case.  Andrews  was  thus  the  first 
patient  upon  whom  I  exercised  the  power  of 
healing. 

Since  that  time  it  has  become  evident 
to  me,  in  reverting  to  experiences  in  the 
past,  that  I  have  previously  possessed  the 
gift  and  exercised  it  unwittingly,  and  I  quote 
the  following  as  one  instance  out  of  many. 

I  alluded  to  the  subject  in  an  address  I 
gave  in  1912,  and  while  talking  afterwards 
to  some  men,  I  asked  one  of  them,  a  gardener 
in  my  employment,  if  he  had  ever  heard  of 
my  gift. 

He  answered  me  to  the  following  effect, 
and  I  quote  his  own  words  : 

Hinchingbrooke ,  February  7rd ,  1914. 

About  two  years  ago,  I  heard  an  address 
Lord  Sandwich  gave  in  Brampton. 
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His  lordship  asked  me  afterwards 
whether  I  had  ever  heard  of  his  power  of 
healing.  I  said,  ‘No’;  but  I  reminded  him 
of  my  going  to  him  some  years  ago,  when  I 
told  him  that  I  had  been  suffering  great  pain 
from  Sciatica  and  was  unable  to  do  any  work. 

He  took  me  into  the  Bothy  and  ex¬ 
amined  me  and  put  his  hand  on  my  thigh. 
The  pain  left  me  and  I  have  never  had  it 

s*nce-  William  J.  See. 

The  second  case  I  visited  was  that  of  a 
girl  aged  about  fourteen,  who  was  in  a  bad 
condition  of  health  and  who  was  nearly 
blind,  unable  to  do  any  work  or  to  go  to 
school.  I  treated  her  for  some  weeks  with 
the  result  that  she  was  able  to  work,  to  go 
to  school,  and  to  bicycle  many  miles. 

The  next  case  was  that  of  a  young  lady, 
daughter  of  a  clergyman.  She  had  been 
engaged  in  mission  work  in  Palestine  and 
had  contracted  a  very  severe  and  painful 
internal  malady.  I  did  not  think  she  could 
ever  recover,  having  been  an  invalid  for  a 
very  long  time  ;  she,  however,  derived  great 
benefit  in  mind  and  body  from  my  visits,  and 
was  at  times  quite  cheerful  in  the  relief  from 
pain.  After  an  absence  of  some  weeks,  I 
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returned  to  Hinchingbrooke.  Her  mother 
told  me  that  she  was  under  the  care  of  a 
new  doctor,  and  although  she  hoped  I  would 
visit  her  daughter,  that  I  would  not  give  her 
any  treatment,  as  the  doctor  might  think 
that  any  benefit  she  derived  might  be  the 
result  of  his  new  treatment.  Shortly  after¬ 
wards  it  was  decided  that  she  should  undergo 
an  operation.  I  felt  sure  that  she  would 
succumb  under  any  operation,  which  proved 
to  be  true,  and  death  released  her  from  her 
sufferings. 

While  in  Dorset,  in  September,  1908,  I 
was  told  that  a  labourer  was  very  seriously 
ill  and  in  great  pain  in  a  cottage  in  Hooke. 
I  visited  him  and  found  that  he  had  been 
very  ill  for  some  time,  and  that  he  was 
suffering  intense  pain.  I  treated  him  with 
such  success  that  his  words  to  me  were, 
4  My  lord,  all  my  pain  is  gone  ;  I  feel  as  if 
I  could  get  up,  jump  out  of  that  window 
and  go  to  work.’  I  told  his  wife  to  send  for 
me  whenever  he  wanted  to  see  me  ;  I  called 
a  few  days  afterwards  and  his  wife  told  me 
that  he  was  very  bad,  and  she  thought  he 
would  not  have  survived  the  night.  I 
thought  he  was  dying  when  I  entered  his 
room  ;  he  very  soon  recovered  and  remained 
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quite  free  from  pain  or  distress.  He  died 
about  two  months  after  I  left  Dorset. 

In  March,  191 1,  I  attended  a  chemist  in 
a  hospital,  whom  the  doctor  reported  as 
suffering  from  Neuritis.  He  appeared  to 
me  to  be  suffering  from  partial  paralysis  in 
mind  and  body ;  he  was  in  a  very  helpless 
and  dejected  condition.  I  remember  the 
doctor  telling  me  that  he  would  be  in  the 
hospital  for  six  months,  with  which  assertion 
I  felt  bound  to  differ.  In  about  two  months 
he  was  well  and  walking  about. 

In  order  to  confute  the  doubts  or  incre¬ 
dulity  of  many  of  my  friends,  I  began  at 
this  time  to  ask  some  of  my  patients  to  give 
me  certificates  as  to  the  benefits  they 
received. 

I  must  exercise  my  discretion  in  the 
matter  of  names,  as  people  are  in  some  cases 
naturally  unwilling  that  their  maladies  should 
be  made  public.  I  must  ask  my  readers 
generally  to  accept  the  truth  of  my  state¬ 
ments,  and  hope  that  my  veracity  will  be 
accepted  with  or  without  the  mention  of 
names  or  places. 

Some  of  the  cases  are  cited  in  letters  I 
addressed  at  their  request  to  Sir  William 
Cooper,  C.I.E.,  and  to  Mrs.  Herbine,  which 
are  inserted  in  their  books,  Where  Two  Worlds 
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Meety  and  The  Meeting  of  the  Spheres ;  ory 
Letters  from  Dr.  Coulter .  I  have  selected  a 
few  out  of  very  many  cases,  and  endeavoured 
to  give  instances  of  various  natures. 

In  October,  1911,  a  woman  had  de¬ 
veloped  a  tumour  which  was  growing  very 
quickly  ;  she  was  expecting  her  confinement 
in  January,  and  two  ladies  interested  in  her 
case  took  her  up  to  London  to  see  a  doctor. 
He  reported  that  as  far  as  he  could  judge  it 
was  a  cancer;  if  not,  certainly  a  malignant 
tumour ;  that  her  only  chance  was  to 
undergo  an  operation  at  once  :  that  the 
operation  would  certainly  kill  the  child  and 
would  be  very  dangerous  to  herself,  but  that 
there  was  no  alternative.  I  heard  of  this, 
and  was  directed  to  go  to  the  woman  and 
tell  her  that  she  was  not  to  undergo  any 
operation,  but  that  I  had  been  sent  to  heal 
her.  In  two  or  three  days  she  and  her 
husband  consented.  I  visited  her  daily  for 
two  months  until  her  confinement.  I  was 
in  this  case  given  certain  other  orders  which 
I  duly  executed.  From  the  first,  all,  even 
the  doctor,  admitted  that  the  tumour  ceased 
to  grow ;  the  woman  herself  told  me,  and 
her  nurse  also  told  me  subsequently  that  they 
thought  it  was  less. 

In  due  time,  in  January,  1912,  the  boy 
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was  born.  I  told  the  doctor  that  I  thought 
my  task  was  accomplished  ;  the  child  was 
strong  and  well,  that  as  soon  as  the  woman 
could  bear  her  operation  the  growth  should 
be  removed,  and  I  went  abroad.  I  was 
directed  to  treat  the  woman  on  my  return  ; 
that  she  was  not  to  suffer  any  operation,  that 
I  was  to  heal  her  entirely,  and  to  treat  her 
for  a  month.  I  suggested  that  the  doctor, 
or  her  husband,  or  the  woman  might  object. 
I  was  told  there  would  be  no  objection  from 
any  one,  and  on  my  return  they  all  agreed. 
At  the  end  of  three  weeks,  I  asked  the 
woman  if  she  felt  any  change  in  the  tumour. 
She  said  no,  but  that  she  felt  perfectly  well 
and  felt  no  ill  effects  from  it.  I  then  inquired 
if  I  had  made  any  mistakes,  as  there  appeared 
to  be  no  change.  I  was  directed  to  tell  the 
woman  that  her  cancer  was  dead,  and  that 
she  was  perfectly  well,  and  that  I  might 
gradually  leave  off  the  treatment. 

Some  time  afterwards  the  woman  told 
me  that  the  tumour,  which  had  been  as 
large  as  a  chicken’s  egg,  was  now  no  larger 
than  the  point  of  a  lucifer  match,  and  she 
has  since  told  me  that  it  has  entirely  disap¬ 
peared,  and  that  her  health  is  perfectly  good. 

I  enclose  her  report. 
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Motor  Cottage,  Hinchingbrooke , 

Huntingdon.  May  ist ,  1912. 

Last  September  I  had  a  lump  in  my 
breast,  which  was  growing  very  fast.  I 
went  to  a  doctor  in  Huntingdon,  and  he 
told  me  it  was  a  tumour  and  it  would  have 
to  be  taken  out.  I  was  very  much  upset 
about  it,  and  some  ladies  sent  me  to  London 
to  see  a  doctor  there ;  he  also  told  me  that 
it  was  a  tumour,  and  that  it  would  have  to 
come  out  at  once ;  I  expected  a  child  in 
January  and  I  knew  that  an  operation  would 
mean  the  loss  of  my  baby. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich  came  and  offered 
to  treat  me,  and  in  a  very  short  time  I  dis¬ 
covered  that  my  tumour  had  ceased  growing, 
which  was  a  great  comfort  to  me. 

My  baby  was  born  in  due  time  and  is 
quite  strong  and  well.  Lord  Sandwich 
treated  me  again  when  I  had  recovered  from 
my  confinement.  I  had  faith  and  I  knew  I 
should  get  quite  well. 

My  tumour  is  now  very  much  smaller 
and  I  feel  nothing  of  it. 

Rosa  Mary  Woodbine. 

August  1  $th,  1913. 

I  am  now  happy  to  say  my  tumour  has 
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entirely  disappeared,  and  I  feel  no  effects  of 
it  whatever.  My  child  and  I  are  now  quite 

we^«  R.  M.  Woodbine. 

In  November,  19 1 1,  a  man  was  a  patient 
in  a  London  Hospital.  He  had  been  given 
leave  for  three  months  to  travel,  but  he 
had  become  so  ill  that  he  was  unable  to  go 
abroad,  and  I  heard  he  had  been  admitted 
into  a  London  Hospital  for  an  operation. 

I  visited  him,  and  when  he  told  me  that 
he  had  undergone  a  very  severe  internal 
operation  on  the  previous  evening,  I  said 
that  I  was  surprised  that  he  was  allowed  to 
see  visitors. 

He  replied  that  he  was  not  allowed  to 
see  any  one,  but  that  the  doctor  had  said  he 
could  see  me  if  I  called.  He  said  that  he 
was  in  great  pain,  and  asked  me  to  treat 
him.  I  did  so  with  entire  success,  and  he 
has  since  told  me  that  the  pain  did  not 
return,  and  he  has  entirely  recovered  his 
health, 

I  submit  his  letter. 

May  24///,  1912. 

My  Lord, — In  the  month  of  October 
last  I  underwent  a  very  serious  internal 
operation  at  one  of  the  London  Hospitals. 
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On  the  following  day  I  was  suffering 
great  pain,  when  I  received  a  visit  from  your 
lordship  and  you  kindly  offered  to  effect 
relief  by  your  known  power  of  healing. 

After  the  treatment  I  was  at  once  relieved 
from  pain,  and  have  had  no  recurrence  of  it. 

I  am,  my  Lord, 

Your  obedient  and  grateful  Servant, 


I  give  an  instance  of  a  child. 

A  lady  came  to  me  one  evening  saying 
that  her  son,  a  child  of  about  ten  years,  was 
very  restless  and  ill  with  fever,  temperature 
1 04° ,  and  asked  me  to  treat  him.  I  went 
to  him,  and  in  a  few  minutes  he  fell  asleep, 
and  the  fever,  which  had  been  very  high, 
entirely  left  him.  When  the  doctor  came 
in  the  morning  to  see  the  boy,  he  said  they 
must  expect  the  fever  to  return  in  the  even¬ 
ing.  There  was  no  return  of  fever. 

In  1912,  a  friend  told  me  that  her  hus¬ 
band,  aged  about  seventy-three,  was  dying  of 
cancer — that  the  doctor  had  told  her  he 
would  not  live  longer  than  a  few  days. 

She  was  expecting  her  son  home  from 
India,  and  was  most  anxious  that  her  husband 
should  live  to  see  his  son  again.  He  was 
coming  home  via  Brindisi  in  about  ten  days. 
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I  visited  and  treated  the  man  at  his  request 
twice.  The  son  returned  by  long  sea  voyage 
instead  of  by  Brindisi,  and  the  father  lived  a 
fortnight  after  his  son’s  arrival. 

In  March,  1912,  I  was  asked  to  visit  a 
lady  at  a  nursing  home  in  London.  I  found 
her  very  ill  in  bed,  having  suffered  inces¬ 
santly  for  six  years  from  tic-douloureux.  I 
treated  her  whenever  I  came  to  London,  up 
to  July;  the  last  time  I  saw  her  she  was 
quite  well  and  free  from  pain,  and  was  leav¬ 
ing  London  on  the  following  day. 

During  my  visits  to  a  hospital  my 
attention  was,  on  a  certain  Thursday  in 
December,  19 11,  drawn  to  a  man  who  was 
lying  in  bed.  I  was  told  he  was  suffering 
from  abscess  in  the  kidneys  and  was  to 
undergo  an  operation  on  the  following 
Tuesday.  I  went  up  to  his  bed.  He 
seemed  in  great  agony  and  I  don’t  think 
that  I  even  spoke  to  him.  I  laid  my  hands 
upon  him  with  prayer.  Two  days  after¬ 
wards  I  was  again  in  the  ward  visiting 
another  man,  when  this  man  called  me  and 
said :  c  Sir,  there  must  be  magic  in  your 
hands :  do  you  remember  laying  your  hands 
upon  me  the  other  day  ?  I  was  in  terrible 
agony ;  the  whole  of  my  pain  went  and  I 
have  not  had  it  since.’  I  saw  him  again  in 
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the  hospital  after  his  operation,  and  he  told 
me  he  had  suffered  no  more  pain.  The 
man  was  a  labourer  living  in  Ramsey. 

Before  giving  evidence  to  the  Committee 
at  Westminster,  I  looked  up  some  of  my 
former  patients.  I  have  always  thought  the 
instance  of  Osborne  exceptionally  wonderful. 
I  sought  him  out  and  found  him  living  at 
Peterborough.  He  told  me  that  he  had 
since  been  in  a  London  hospital  and  had 
suffered  from  external  abscesses,  but  he 
added  that  he  had  never  suffered  any  pain 
since  the  day  that  I  had  treated  him.  This 
was  a  case  of  only  one  treatment. 

This  is  his  letter  to  me: — 

32  Wellington  Street, 

Peterborough ,  1912. 

In  April,  1 91 1,  I  was  a  patient  in  the 
Huntingdon  Hospital — I  was  suffering  in¬ 
tense  agony  from  abscesses  on  the  kidneys. 
Lord  Sandwich  came  to  see  me,  I  was  too 
bad  to  speak  to  him  with  pain.  He  laid 
his  hand  on  me ;  all  my  pain  vanished  and 
I  never  had  it  again.  I  was  operated  upon 
the  following  week,  but  have  never  had  the 
pain  again. 

(Signed)  Yours  truly, 

George  Osborne. 
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At  that  time  there  was  a  boy  in  a 
hospital  who  had  been  operated  upon  for 
Meningitis.  He  was  making  such  a  noise 
that  he  disturbed  the  other  patients,  and  a 
doctor  came  to  me  and  said  :  ‘Do  you  think 
you  could  do  anything  for  this  boy  ?  ’ 
I  replied,  ‘  Certainly/  We  went  to  the 
ward.  The  boy*s  head  was  bandaged  and 
I  did  not  speak  to  him;  when  I  laid  my 
hands  upon  him,  he  at  once  placed  his  hand 
on  mine  and  was  perfectly  quiet.  A  few 
days  afterwards  the  Matron  asked  me  to 
come  and  see  the  boy.  His  bandages  had 
been  removed  and  he  was  in  another  ward. 
I  did  not  speak  to  the  boy,  but  the  Matron 
asked  him  if  he  had  ever  seen  me  before. 
The  boy  replied,  ‘  Oh,  yes,  that  is  the  gentle¬ 
man  who  took  away  all  my  pain/ 

At  that  time  I  also  treated  a  young  man 
who  two  years  before  had  sustained  a  fall 
while  roller-skating.  When  I  first  met  him 
he  had  no  sensation  in  his  body  below  the 
waist ;  he  also  suffered  from  blood-poisoning. 
I  have  devoted  more  time  to  this  case  than 
to  any  other,  but  his  improvement  has  been 
gradual,  and  he  is  now  able  to  walk  miles 

and  earn  his  living. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  me. 
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1 2 1  Green  Lanes , 

Clissold  Ldark^  London ,  N. 

My  Lord, — In  compliance  with  your 
lordship’s  request,  I  am  giving  particulars  of 
my  illness  and  the  great  benefit  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  from  your  lordship’s  treatment. 

During  June,  1909,  whilst  roller-skating, 
I  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  backwards  ;  at 
the  time  I  did  not  feel  any  very  serious 
injury,  but  about  two  months  afterwards  I 
felt  a  sudden  weakness  come  over  me,  so 
that  I  felt  it  a  great  strain  to  keep  upon  my 
legs  ;  this  continued  until  I  was  forced  to 
go  to  my  bed  ;  I  did  not  feel  at  all  ill  in 
myself,  only  the  inability  to  stand. 

I  slept  fairly  well,  but  in  the  morning  in 
attempting  to  rise  I  was  utterly  unable  to 
move  ;  a  doctor  was  fetched,  and  he  ordered 
me  to  hospital,  where  I  was  taken  ;  I  was 
then  absolutely  powerless,  and  devoid  of  any 
feeling  from  the  lower  ribs  to  my  toes,  and 
I  remained  in  this  state  for  a  period  of  four 
months.  I  then  was  able  to  very  slightly 
move  my  toes  on  the  right  foot,  but  although 
I  received  daily  a  very  Strong  treatment  of 
electricity  I  could  feel  nothing,  but  very 
gradually  I  began  to  regain  the  sensation, 
and  after  nine  months  on  my  bed  I  was 
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allowed  to  get  up  for  a  short  time,  but  I  was 
as  powerless  in  my  attempt  to  stand  as  a 
newly-born  baby.  This  continued  for  a 
month  or  so,  then  I  was  able  to  just  stand 
with  the  aid  of  some  one  to  assist  me,  and  a 
stick.  I  made  very  slow  progress,  and  left 
hospital  for  the  country,  to  my  home.  I 
remained  in  practically  the  same  condition 
as  I  arrived  until  the  commencement  of  the 
year  1911.  I  then  entered  Huntingdon 
Hospital  for  massage  and  electric  treat¬ 
ment. 

During  this  time  your  lordship  visited 
the  hospital,  and  having  been  told  by  the 
Matron  of  the  marvellous  Healing  powers 
your  lordship  had,  I  ventured  to  ask  your 
lordship  to  help  me  back  to  health,  and 
from  that  time  I  started  to  recover  ;  I  was 
able  to  walk  again  with  the  aid  of  sticks, 
and  gradually  the  feeling  began  to  return,  so 
much  that  after  three  months’  treatment  I 
was  able  to  leave  hospital  and  accompany 
your  lordship  to  your  lordship’s  Dorset 
residence,  so  that  I  could  continue  to  receive 
the  treatment  at  your  hands.  I  continued 
to  make  great  headway  and  could  walk, 
although  slowly,  with  the  aid  of  a  stick  for 
what  appeared  to  me  a  great  distance. 

Your  lordship  so  treated  me  almost  daily 
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for  a  period  of  two  years,  when  I  was  able 
to  start  work  again  in  an  office,  and  periodi¬ 
cally  I  have  received  the  greatest  benefit 
possible  from  your  lordship’s  unfailing  and 
untiring  treatment,  for  which  words  fail  me 
to  express  my  gratitude,  although  your 
lordship  has  always  implied  the  fact  that  it 
was  a  duty  he  had  to  perform  ;  but  it  seems 
marvellous  when  I  look  back,  and  think  of 
the  awful  state  I  was  in,  and  doctors  having 
given  up  hopes  of  my  ever  walking  again, 
that  I  should  be  almost  well  again,  and  to 
which  I  have  none  but  your  lordship  to 
thank  for. 

I  beg  to  remain,  my  Lord,  your  Lord- 
ship’s  grateful  Servant, 

Walter  F.  Mason. 

In  April,  1912,  a  clergyman  asked  me 
to  visit  and  treat  his  wife,  who  had  become 
insane.  He  told  me  that  she  had  not  slept 
for  weeks,  had  entirely  given  up  her  music, 
and  was  suffering  from  dreadful  delusions. 
After  my  first  treatment  she  slept  and  re¬ 
sumed  a  little  music.  On  the  fifth  occasion 
when  I  visited  her  she  asked  me  to  lend  her 
my  motor-car  to  take  her  and  a  friend  on  to 
a  garden  party,  while  I  was  talking  to  her 
husband,  who  has  since  told  me,  whenever 

30 


SPIRITUAL  HEALING 


we  have  met,  that  her  health  is  perfect. 
These  are  their  letters  : 

Cambridge ,  April  18 th,  1912. 

My  Lord, — Your  lordship  will  now 
allow  me  to  thank  you  for  your  great  kind¬ 
ness  on  Monday. 

I  write  to  say  that  my  wife  is  decidedly 
better,  although  the  improvement  begun  on 
Monday  evening  is  comparatively  slight. 
She  gave  me  a  little  music  then — the  first 
time  for  nearly  a  month. 

Your  Lordship’s  obedient  Servant, 


Cambridge ,  April  25 M,  1912. 

My  Lord, — I  write  to  say  how  glad  I 
am  to  find  my  wife  steadily  improving. 
There  is  no  doubt  whatever  about  the 
matter.  She  began  to  improve  after  your 
lordship’s  first  visit,  and  to-day  a  very 
definite  step  forward  seems  to  have  been  taken. 

When  your  lordship  returns  home,  I 
hope  an  opportunity  will  present  itself  for 
you  to  come  again. 

With  sincere  good  wishes  for  your  own 
continued  health  and  happiness. 

Your  Lordship’s  obedient  Servant, 
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Cambridge ,  May  1 8th,  1912. 

Dear  Lord  Sandwich, — I  imagine  you 
have  been  wondering  how  your  lordship's 
Cambridge  patient  is  getting  on.  I  have 
waited  to  see  how  she  continued,  and  am 
now  most  glad  to  tell  you  that  she  is  not  far 
off  being  well.  She  began  to  improve  after 
your  first  visit  ;  and  when  sleep  came  the 
most  anxious  time  was  over. 

The  gift  that  you  possess  has  not  been 
bestowed  in  vain  in  this  case.  I  suppose  in 
the  olden  time  your  lordship  would  have 
been  counted  saint  or  wizard. 

We  much  hope  that  you  are  continuing 
to  be  well,  and  can  only  express  our  gratitude. 

Your  Lordship’s  obedient  Servant, 


Cambridge ,  July  1st ,  1912. 

Dear  Lord  Sandwich, — I  feel  that  I 
ought  to  write  to  you  myself  to  thank  you 
for  all  you  did  for  me,  and  to  tell  you  how 
well  I  am. 

I  can  assure  you  that  I  do  not  think 
myself  such  a  dreadful  person  now  ! 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
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January  igth ,  1914. 

My  dear  Lord  Sandwich, —  ....  I 
often  think  of  the  time  when  you  came  to 
see  me  at  Cambridge,  and  shall  never  forget 
all  you  did  for  me. 

Believe  me, 

Your  Lordship’s  obedient  Servant, 


During  my  visit  to  India  in  1912  I  was 
asked  to  attend  many  patients,  including 
princes  and  princesses,  a  Mohammedan  in  a 
mosque,  a  Hindoo  monk  in  his  monastery. 

An  Indian  prince  brought  his  wife  six 
hundred  miles  to  Bombay  on  the  chance  ot 
seeing  me.  She  was  in  the  strictest  Purdah, 
and  her  husband  told  me  that  she  would  be 
very  nervous,  as  she  had  only  met  one  man, 
a  doctor,  previously. 

As  far  as  I  know  all  these  treatments 
were  attended  with  success. 

I  may  also  record  that  at  Bhopal  a  lady 
was  seized  one  afternoon  with  fever  and 
delirium  ;  a  nurse  was  sent  for  and  a  doctor; 
in  the  meantime  I  gave  her  a  treatment. 
She  recovered  so  rapidly  that  the  nurse  was 
sent  away  in  two  or  three  hours,  and  they 
telephoned  to  stop  the  doctor,  who  lived  at 
a  distance,  from  coming. 
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Another  lady  also  recovered  from  an 
attack  of  fever  after  my  treatment  at 
Calcutta. 

On  the  voyage  home  an  officer  told  me 
that  a  Colonel  on  board  was  in  great  suffer¬ 
ing,  consequent  upon  an  accident  he  had 
sustained  in  India.  I  sent  word  that  if  he 
wished  it  I  would  relieve  his  pain.  While 
sitting  down  to  play  bridge  that  evening,  I 
received  a  note  asking  me  to  visit  him.  I 
went  to  his  cabin  and  found  the  Colonel 
with  a  lady  friend  and  the  officer.  I  treated 
the  Colonel,  who  was  relieved  from  all  his 
pains.  I  was  landing  at  Marseilles  the  next 
day,  but  offered  to  give  him  another  treat¬ 
ment  if  he  so  desired.  I  found  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning  he  was  free  from  pain. 
The  lady  at  the  Marseilles  Hotel  that  after¬ 
noon,  and  the  officer  on  the  steamer  from 
Calais,  both  expressed  their  astonishment  at 
the  extraordinary  success  of  my  visit. 

In  1913,  a  woman  who  was  expecting 
her  confinement  was  admitted  into  hospital 
suffering  from  paralysis;  she  asked  me  to 
give  her  treatment,  and  in  a  short  time  she 
recovered  her  health. 

A  doctor  asked  me  if  I  could  do  anv- 

j 

thing  for  the  relief  of  a  woman  who  was 
dying  of  cancer  in  the  throat.  She  had 
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undergone  an  operation ;  she  was  totally 
unable  to  swallow  anything  and  was  arti¬ 
ficially  fed.  I  visited  the  poor  woman  for 
several  weeks  and  on  every  occasion  was 
enabled  to  relieve  her  sufferings. 

Report  of  a  young  lady  who  had  suffered 
for  years  from  neuritis  : 

Dunstable ,  Beds ., 

August  8th,  1912. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Sandwich. 

H  on.  Sir, — Please  accept  my  most  sincere 
thanks  for  your  extreme  kindness  of  beneficial 
treatment  to  my  daughter  during  her  Hunt¬ 
ingdon  visit.  She  has  for  some  time  suffered 
much,  and  although  remedies  have  been 
adopted,  nothing  seemed  to  do  much  good, 
and  we  shall  always  feel  deeply  indebted  to 
you  for  your  gracious  act. 

I  hope  some  time  to  have  the  honour 
and  pleasure  of  meeting  you,  to  express 
gratitude  for  your  kindness  and  consideration 
vouchsafed  to  us. 

I  am,  Hon.  Sir,  Yours  faithfully, 

Dan  Cook. 

On  June  28th,  1912,  I  gave  evidence 
before  a  Commission  of  which  Bishop  Ryle, 
Dean  of  Westminster,  was  chairman,  at  the 

35 


MY  EXPERIENCES  IN 


Cloisters,  Westminster.  I  related  my  ex¬ 
periences  and  gave  details  of  some  of  the 
cures  which  had  been  affected  through  my 
agency. 

The  Committee  consisted  of  members  of 
the  clergy,  doctors,  and  surgeons,  who  in 
turn  cross-examined  me  on  the  evidence  I 
had  given. 

I  think  that  many  of  them  were  sceptical 
as  to  my  veracity.  I  remember  a  member 
asking  me  what  certificate  of  death  I  should 
give  if  a  patient  died  under  my  treatment ; 
my  answer  to  him  was  that  all  very  sick 
persons  whom  I  was  invited  to  visit  were 
under  the  care  of  some  medical  man,  and 
that  my  action  was  simply  that  of  any 
relative  or  friend  accompanied  by  prayer 
and  the  laying-on  of  hands,  that  I  could 
not  imagine  how  such  action  could  be 
dangerous  or  fatal  to  life. 

Some  seemed  to  think  that  I  was  con¬ 
nected  with  the  tenets  of  Christian  Science, 
which  is  not  the  case.  I  had  to  assure  them 
that  I  never  interfered  with  the  directions 
of  any  medical  man,  and  that  it  did  not 
concern  me  how  many  doctors  or  surgeons 
were  in  charge  of  the  patient ;  that  I  was 
generally  asked  to  give  my  help  when 
medical  and  surgical  science  had  failed. 
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The  Committee  published  a  report  in 
1914  in  which  it  is  stated  that: 

(1)  They  fully  recognise  that  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  Divine  Power  can  be  limited 
only  by  the  Divine  Will,  and  desire  to 
express  their  belief  in  the  efficacy  of  prayer. 

(2)  The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that 
the  physical  results  of  what  is  called  4  Faith  * 
or  c  Spiritual  ’  healing  do  not  prove  on  in¬ 
vestigation  to  be  different  from  those  ot 
Mental  healing  or  healing  by  4  Suggestion/ 
The  term  4  Suggestion  ’  is  used  in  this 
Report  in  a  wide  sense,  as  meaning  the 
application  of  any  natural  mental  process  to 
the  purposes  of  treatment. 

(3)  They  are  forced,  however,  to  the 
conclusion,  after  the  most  careful  inquiry, 
that  4  Faith  ’  or  4  Spiritual  ’  healing,  like  all 
treatment  by  suggestion,  can  be  expected  to 
be  permanently  effective  only  in  cases  of 
what  are  generally  termed  4  functional  *  dis¬ 
orders. 

(4)  The  Committee  would  emphasise 
this  point,  in  order  to  warn  those  who  resort 
to  4  Healers 5  in  the  hope  of  receiving  a 
permanent  cure  that  they  may  thereby  be 
postponing  until  too  late  the  medical  treat¬ 
ment  which  might  serve  to  arrest  organic 
disease. 
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In  my  opinion  No.  2  contradicts  No.  1, 
and  places  the  human  power  of  suggestion 
on  an  equality  with  the  Divine  Will  in 
answer  to  prayer.  I  have  never  exercised, 
nor  do  I  even  clearly  understand,  what  is 
implied  in  suggestion,  or  the  application  of 
any  natural  mental  process. 

No.  3  appears  to  me  to  limit  the  Divine 
Power  ;  I  have  been  equally  successful  in 
organic  as  well  as  in  functional  diseases. 

(4)  The  Committee  appear  to  think  that 
there  must  be  antagonism  between  Healers 
and  medical  practitioners.  I  never  enter¬ 
tain  such  an  idea  or  interpose  in  any  way 
between  any  patient  and  any  medical  prac¬ 
titioner. 

I  have  generally  found  that  the  members 
of  the  clerical  and  medical  professions  are 
the  people  who  are  most  opposed  to  the  idea 
of  Spiritual  Healing. 

The  power  exists  according  to  spiritual 
revelation  and  human  testimony. 

I  remember  that  a  high  dignitary  ot  the 
Church  of  England,  in  reference  to  the  gift 
of  Mr.  Hickson,  said  to  me  that  he  objected 
to  the  word  ‘  Spiritual  ’  being  used  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  healing.  If  the  gift  is  not 
Spiritual,  what  is  it  ?  The  Bible  expressly 
states  that  the  gift  of  healing  shall  be  given 
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by  the  Spirit.  What  other  power  can 
bestow  it  ? 

I  remember  a  doctor  asking  me  to  attend 
a  woman  who  had  undergone  an  operation 
in  the  throat  for  cancer.  I  had  no  hope  of 
her  recovery,  she  could  hardly  swallow  or 
speak,  but  I  am  thankful  to  say  that  I  was 
invariably,  in  every  visit,  empowered  to 
relieve  her  suffering.  The  doctor,  however, 
implied  that  my  success  was  in  one  case  due 
to  accident  and  in  a  multitude  of  cases  to 
fortunate  coincidences ;  but  as  I  have  shown, 
there  are  amongst  the  clergy  and  doctors 
those  who  fully  believe  and  have  asked  for 
my  co-operation. 

Instances  have  come  under  my  notice  in 
which,  owing  to  the  bigotry  and  intolerance 
of  the  profession,  doctors  have  refused  to 
attend  patients  because  they  were  attended 
or  assisted  by  men  who  were  not  recognised 
by  the  profession. 

I  remember  a  case  in  which  a  doctor 
who  had  witnessed  my  power  of  healing, 
who  had  himself  asked  me  to  relieve  the 
agony  of  another  patient  which  was  attended 
with  complete  success  in  his  presence,  who 
subsequently  consented  to  attend  a  patient 
coming  with  his  knowledge  under  my  treat¬ 
ment,  and  who  finally  declined  to  do  so  for 
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fear  of  the  penalties  of  the  medical  profession 
which  he  thought  he  might  incur  by  work¬ 
ing  with  me. 

This  was  a  very  serious  case  in  which 
my  very  successful  treatment  was  fully 
acknowledged  at  the  time,  and  subsequently, 
by  another  doctor  of  repute. 

The  case  of  a  boy  suffering  from  tuber¬ 
culosis  : 

Over  King  combe  Farm ,  Great  Toller , 
July  i  ^th,  1913. 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Sandwich, 

My  Lord, — It  is  with  much  pleasure 
that  I  write  to  inform  your  lordship  that  I 
am  feeling  much  stronger  and  better,  the 
wounds  are  discharging  about  the  same,  but 
I  feel  better  in  myself.  I  thank  your  lord- 
ship  very  much  for  the  kindness  you  have 
shown  me  and  all  the  trouble  you  have 
taken  for  me.  I  trust  your  lordship  will 
spend  a  very  happy  birthday. 

I  remain,  my  Lord,  Yours  respectfully, 

Oscar  Crocker. 

Over  Kingcombe  Farm ,  Great  Toller , 

'  Dorset ,  October  13 th,  1913. 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Sandwich, 

My  Lord, — I  trust  you  will  forgive  the 
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liberty  I  take  in  writing  to  you,  but  I  am 
sure  your  lordship  will  be  pleased  to  know 
that  my  lad  is  much  better  since  you  so  very 
kindly  attended  him  in  the  summer.  He 
has  now  only  one  running  wound  whereas 
he  had  three  when  your  lordship  first  saw 
him.  H  is  appetite  and  general  health  are 
also  much  better.  He  much  enjoyed  his 
visit  to  Hinchingbrooke,  and  was  very 
interested  in  all  he  saw  there. 

Thanking  you  for  your  many  kindnesses 
and  the  trouble  you  have  taken  with  my  son.. 

I  remain,  my  Lord,  Yours  respectfully, 

Annie  Crocker. 

Over  Kingcombe  Farm ,  Great  Toller , 
December  i\th ,  1913. 

To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Sandwich. 

My  Lord, — Thank  you  very  much  for 
your  kind  inquiries  for  my  son,  which  I 
received  through  Mr.  Hansford.  I  am  glad 
to  say  he  seems  so  much  better  that  I  do  not 
feel  justified  in  encroaching  on  your  lord¬ 
ship’s  kindness  and  time  in  asking  you  to  see 
him  again.  He  has  only  one  wound  now 
and  that  discharges  but  very  little. 

Thanking  you  for  your  kindness,  I 
remain,  my  Lord,  Yours  respectfully, 

Archibald  Crocker. 
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The  case  of  injury  to  the  knee  : 

Hinchingbrooke ,  Huntingdon , 

August  iqth ,  1913. 

Dear  Lord  Sandwich, —I  cannot  tell 
you  how  grateful  I  am  to  you  for  your 
wonderful  cure  of  my  knee.  After  three 
treatments  I  am  quite  well  and  can  run  and 
jump  without  the  slightest  pain.  My  knee¬ 
cap  was  almost  torn  away  while  playing 
football  three  years  ago.  I  am  so  grateful 
for  all  you  have  done  for  me. 

Sincerely  and  gratefully  yours, 

Herbert  Spencer  Herbine. 

The  case  of  duodenal  ulcer  : 

Hoo\e,  September  nth ,  1913. 

In  October,  1912,1  suffered  very  severely 
from  duodenal  ulcer,  and  was  in  constant 
pain  until  June,  1913,  when  Lord  Sandwich 
came  to  Hooke  Court  and  gave  me  treat¬ 
ment,  since  which  my  pain  is  entirely  gone, 
and  except  for  occasional  indigestion  I  feel 
quite  well.  Fredk.  Hansford. 

The  case  of  an  injury  : 

Hinchingbrooke,  Huntingdon , 

November  nth ,  1913. 

On  September  13th,  1913,  I  received  a 
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blow  on  the  shoulder  from  the  starting- 
handle  off  the  9  h.p.  engine.  I  suffered  for 
several  days  great  pain,  and  took  Lord 
Sandwich’s  advice  and  went  to  bed.  I  also 
sent  for  a  doctor,  who  came  to  see  me,  and 
told  me  I  was  suffering  from  lumbago. 
Lord  Sandwich  came  also  to  see  me.  I  was 
suffering  severe  pain  in  my  shoulder  and  in 
my  back  and  was  unable  to  move.  Lord 
Sandwich  offered  to  treat  me.  I  was  willing, 
the  whole  of  my  pain  went  away  and  I  was 
able  to  move  my  legs.  I  saw  several  people 
that  evening  and  I  believe  I  became  de¬ 
lirious  and  suffered  pain  again.  The  next 
day  Lord  Sandwich  again  treated  me,  from 
which  time  I  have  felt  no  pain.  I  felt  very 
weak  for  a  few  days  and  Lord  Sandwich 
gave  me  another  treatment,  after  which  I 
felt  perfectly  well.  The  doctor  came  the 
second  time,  but  did  nothing  for  me. 

William  Gill. 

In  October,  1913,  my  niece  received  a 
letter  from  an  American  lady,  whom  I  knew 
very  slightly,  from  Davos,  saying  that  the 
doctors  were  very  doubtful  as  to  her  im¬ 
provement  there,  and  asking  whether,  if 
she  came  to  England,  I  would  give  her 
treatment.  I  assented.  She  announced  her 

43 


MY  EXPERIENCES  IN 

arrival,  and  reached  Dover  on  November 
3rd.  She  was  so  ill  there  that  her  friends 
engaged  a  local  nurse.  My  niece  met  her 
in  London,  but  she  appeared  to  be  in  such 
a  state  of  collapse  at  King’s  Cross  Station 
that  a  doctor  was  summoned,  who  finding 
she  was  so  bent  on  continuing  her  journey, 
accompanied  her  in  the  train  with  my  niece 
and  the  nurse.  They  all  told  me,  including 
afterwards  the  patient  herself,  that  they 
feared  she  would  die  in  the  train. 

I  met  her  in  the  ambulance  on  arrival ; 
she  revived  in  a  marvellous  manner  on 
seeing  me.  Before  the  nurse  from  Dover  left 
that  evening,  her  words  to  me  were,  ‘This 
improvement  is  miraculous.’  I  attended  her 
for  six  weeks.  The  condition  of  her  lungs 
and  heart  had  by  that  time  improved  so 
much  tnat  she  walked  out  of  my  house 
without  assistance,  and  in  a  great  degree 
convalescent. 

I  received  the  following  letters  from  her 
doctor  and  herself : 

27  Lower  Seymour  Street , 

Portman  Square ,  W \ 

December  22 nd^  1913. 

Dear  Lord  Sandwich, — I  have  seen 
,  she  is  very  much  better  in  every 
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way.  She  stood  the  moving  without  a  rise 
in  temperature,  her  lung  is  greatly  improved 
and  I  must  simply  say  that  her  improvement 
all  round  greatly  surprises  me.  With  all 
kind  greetings  for  Christmas. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

Hector  Munro. 

Christmas  Morning ,  1913. 

Dear  Lord  Sandwich, — These  flowers 
are  only  a  small  reminder  of  the  patient 
whose  Christmas  you  have  made  one  of 
rejoicing  instead  of  suffering.  When  I  want 
to  tell  you  what  I  feel  for  you,  the  gratitude 
for  all  your  kind  thought  and  care  and 
hospitality,  I  find  words  wholly  unable  to 
express  the  warmth  that  is  in  my  heart. 

Try  to  picture  yourself  a  stranger  in  a 
strange  land  and  how  you  would  feel  if  in 
great  need  you  had  been  given  all  you  have 
given  me.  I  think  only  in  this  way  can  you 
understand  what  I  would  so  gladly  tell  you 
if  I  knew  how  to  express  it  in  fitting  terms. 

You  have  given  me  more  than  life,  you 
have  saved  me  from  perhaps  years  of  suffer¬ 
ing  before  death  came  as  a  release.  Thank 
you  for  it  all. 

Gratefully  yours, 
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In  December,  1913,  I  received  a  visit 

from  the  Rev.  A.  J - ,  who  had  come 

to  see  me  on  business,  and  of  whose  illness 
I  had  no  knowledge.  I  shortly  afterwards 
received  the  following  letter  : 

December  12th,  1913. 

Dear  Lord  Sandwich, — When  I  left 
Hinchingbrooke  last  Friday  I  left  rejuven¬ 
ated.  I  have  had  violent  pains  in  my  hips  and 
thigh  for  over  three  months  continuously ; 
but  when  I  left  you  it  had  quite  disappeared, 
and  there  has  been  no  return  until  to-day. 

May  I  come  to  you  again;  at  once? 
I  should  be  more  than  grateful  if  you  will 
complete  the  cure. 

Many  many  thanks — after  so  much  pain 
one  can  hardly  be  grateful  enough. 

Yours  most  faithfully. 


I  subsequently  gave  him  the  usual  treat¬ 
ment  three  or  four  times  until  he  told  me 
he  was  quite  well. 

A  case  of  possible  Tuberculosis  : 

Upwood  House ,  Huntingdon , 

July  10  th,  1914. 

Dear  Lord  Sandwich, — Roger  is  going 
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on  very  well  ;  of  course  his  temperature 
still  is  rather  variable  ;  he  has  beem  sitting 
up  every  day,  yesterday  he  sat  up  for  three 
hours,  and  to-day  he  is  to  try  walking  a  bit. 
I  will  write  and  tell  you  how  he  gets  on. 

My  husband  and  I  want  to  thank  you 
so  very  much  for  your  great  kindness  in 
helping  Roger  as  you  have  done.  I  wish  I 
could  feel  there  might  some  day  be  a  chance 
of  showing  my  gratitude. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Edith  Mowbray. 

TJpwood  House ,  Huntingdon , 

July  20///,  1915. 

Dear  Lord  Sandwich, — I  should  like 
to  express  my  grateful  thanks  to  you  for 
your  great  kindness  in  coming  to  see  my 
boy  last  summer  so  often,  to  use  for  his 
benefit  your  Gift  of  Healing. 

My  boy  steadily  progressed,  and  I  am 
thankful  to  say  we  may  now  regard  him  as 
practically  cured.  There  was  at  one  time, 
early  in  his  illness,  a  fear  that  his  lungs  were 
permanently  weak. 

Again  thanking  you  very  much. 

Believe  me,  yours  sincerely, 

Edith  Mowbray. 
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A  case  of  several  maladies  : 

June  i  ith,  1915. 

My  Lord, — I  am  writing  this  as  a  token 
of  my  esteemed  thanks  and  gratitude  for 
treating  me  with  your  great  power  of 
healing  ;  as  for  the  last  four  years  I  have 
been  suffering  from  hemorrhage,  for  which, 
my  lord,  I  have  been  under  several  doctors 
without  success. 

Since  your  treatment  I  have  not  even 
had  the  symptoms  of  same.  I  must  also 
thank  you,  my  lord,  for  another  instance 
when  I  was  taken  so  suddenly  ill  in  January, 
1915,  and  taken  to  hospital  with  pneumonia 
and  pleurisy — you  were  kind  enough  to 
treat  me  in  hospital,  and  I  made  a  marvel¬ 
lously  quick  recovery  ;  after  this  serious 
illness,  being  unable  to  walk,  you  again  treated 
me,  and  the  next  day  I  was  able  to  walk — I 
must  again  thank  you,  my  lord,  for  your 
great  kindness. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  yours  obediently, 

C.  Dagnell. 

On  November  5th,  1913,  I  presided  at 
a  meeting  at  the  University  College,  London, 
held  to  inaugurate  a  Medico-Psychological 
clinic  for  the  treatment  of  diseases  by  means 
of  Psycho-therapy. 
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I  had  little  knowledge  of  the  treatment 
which  the  promoter  had  in  view ;  I  was 
willing  to  assist  those  who  invited  me  to 
extend  operations  in  London,  which  I  had 
heard  were  attended  with  success  in  other 
large  centres,  and  to  give  the  meeting  a 
short  account  of  my  own  experiences  in 
Spiritual  Healing. 

I  had  no  notion  that  my  address  on  that 
occasion  would  go  forth  to  all  English- 
speaking  nations,  or  that  my  name  would 
gain  the  notoriety  which  ensued.  I  was  for 
some  time  overwhelmed  with  letters  and 
applications  from  all  parts  of  the  world.  I 
regret  that  at  my  time  of  life,  and  with  the 
many  other  duties  which  devolve  upon  me, 
I  am  unable  to  give  help,  except  to  com¬ 
paratively  few. 

The  difficulty  in  the  subject  is  that 
which  is  the  cause  of  most  difficulties  in  the 
world — Money.  There  are  undoubtedly 
charlatans  and  impostors  as  to  the  power  of 
healing,  who  profess  to  possess  powers  of 
every  imaginable  nature,  and  who  impose 
on  the  credulity  of  weak  and  susceptible 
people  and  extort  money — sometimes  before 
they  even  commence  their  operations. 

There  are,  on  the  other  hand,  persons 
who  possess  the  gift  of  healing — who  devote 
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their  lives  to  this  benevolent  work,  and  who 
thus  are  compelled  to  give  up  their  ordinary 
means  of  livelihood  and  are  obliged,  however 
unwillingly,  to  make  a  charge  tor  their 
treatment  of  the  sick,  at  any  rate  from  those 
who  can  afford  remuneration  for  the  benefits 
they  receive. 

Thus,  whenever  the  question  of  money 
arises,  either  jealousy  is  aroused  from  those 
who  think  they  may  be  the  losers  of  fees,  or 
the  suggestion  of  fraud,  which  is  unfortun¬ 
ately  so  prevalent.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  the  labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire. 

One  of  the  conclusions  at  which  Dr. 
Ryle’s  Committee  arrived  was  to  formulate 
a  basis  upon  which  some  more  clearly  defined 
relationship  and  co-operation  may  be  secured 
between  Ministers  of  Religion  and  Members 
of  the  Medical  Profession  in  the  treatment 
of  disease. 

I  presume  the  treatment  of  disease  im¬ 
plies  and  aspires  to  the  cure,  and  I  fail  to 
see  why  the  Ministers  of  Religion  and  the 
Members  of  the  Medical  Profession  are  to 
arrogate  to  themselves  alone  the  power, 
which  is  certainly  not  limited  to  those  pro¬ 
fessions  in  the  Bible. 

I  entirely  agree  with  their  warning  to 
the  public  of  the  serious  dangers  incident  to 
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the  many  irregular  and  often  ignorant  efforts 
to  heal  the  sick. 

Referring  to  the  report  of  the  Committee, 
the  surgeon,  Sir  Victor  Horsley,  is  reported 
to  have  said,  4  It  is  not  correct  to  say  that 
faith-healing  is  vindicated  by  the  report  of 
the  Committee  just  published,  for  unfortun¬ 
ately  the  highest  developments  of  Psycho¬ 
therapy  have  been  masked  and  brought  into 
the  most  evil  repute  by  the  wicked  quackery 
of  so-called  Faith  Healers. 

4  This  subject  was  first  dealt  with  on  a 
proper  basis  five  years  ago  by  a  Sub-Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  British  Medical  Association. 
That  Committee  reported  to  the  representa¬ 
tive  meeting  of  the  Association  in 
1 9 1 1 ,  and  the  following  is  a  summary  of 
their  findings  : — 

4  44  (a)  That  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a 
special  sort  of  Healing. 

4  44  ( b )  That  the  efficacy  of  Spiritual  min¬ 
istration  like  that  of  Psychic  treatment,  i.c.. 
Suggestion,  in  benefiting  sufferers  from  func¬ 
tional  disorders  is  undoubted. 

4  44  ( c )  That  no  cure  of  organic  disease  is 
obtainable  by  these  means. 

4  44  The  Committee  which  have  now  re¬ 
ported  confirm  in  all  points  the  British 
Medical  Report  of  1911.  It  is,  therefore,  a 
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matter  of  infinite  regret  that  such  statements 
as  those  made  by  Lord  Sandwich  should  be 
published,  since  they  will  undoubtedly  revive 
the  terribly  disappointing  hopes  which  have 
so  often  and  so  tragically  cast  down  the 
victims  of  real  structural  diseases  of  the 
body.”  ’ 

Sir  Victor  Horsley  appears  to  think  that 
he  and  his  British  Medical  Association  can 
overrule  the  teaching  of  our  Lord,  of  St. 
John,  of  St.  Paul,  and  the  experiences  of 
believers  in  all  ages. 

H  owever  marvellous  may  be  the  strides 
which  the  Professors  of  Surgical  and  Medical 
Science  have  made,  and  the  wonderful  success 
which  they  have  attained  in  modern  days,  I 
venture  to  think  that,  powerful  as  these  pro¬ 
fessors  may  be,  they  cannot  annul  the 
doctrine  of  Holy  Writ. 

Sir  Victor  Horsley  regrets  that  my  state¬ 
ments  should  have  been  published.  He 
evidently  disbelieves  them  and  thinks  they 
can  only  do  harm.  Fortunately,  I  can  afford 
to  accept  his  condemnation  with  calm  in¬ 
difference,  except  for  a  feeling  of  regret  that, 
if  he  is  a  Christian,  he  should  denounce  the 
teaching  of  Christ,  and  that  he  should 
attempt  to  prejudice  the  members  of  the 
Profession,  of  which  he  is  so  distinguished 
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a  leader,  against  those  who  according  to 
their  light  are  working  for  the  good  of 
mankind. 

I  need  hardly  say  that  I  have  never 
accepted  any  pecuniary  reward  for  any 
services  I  have  rendered ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
has  sometimes  been  necessary  to  give,  rather 
than  to  receive. 

I  have  been  offered  money  for  myself 
and  for  hospitals.  I  have  invariably  an¬ 
swered  that  the  money  should  be  given 
direct  to  the  hospitals,  if  so  desired. 

I  have  been  asked  how  much  I  charge 
for  the  attendance  on  servants  !  and  obviously 
have  had  very  varied  experiences  amongst  a 
great  diversity  of  people  of  many  nations, 
and  in  many  conditions  of  life. 

I  have  been  looked  upon  as  a  c  holy  man  ’ 
and  as  an  impostor  ;  as  a  saint  and  as  a 
rogue;  I  aspire  to  neither  description.  I 
only  hope  that  I  have  done  my  duty  without 
fear  and  without  reproach. 

I  have  not  kept  a  record  of  the  cases 
which  have  come  under  my  treatment.  I 
have  enumerated  many  experiences,  and  in 
some  cases  cited  the  evidence  of  patients 
who  have  been  under  my  care. 

I  will  conclude  with  a  statement  relating 
what  I  think  is  a  success  without  precedent, 

53 


MY  EXPERIENCES  IN 


viz.,  the  results  of  my  treatment  in  four  cases 
within  the  last  twenty-four  hours. 

July  1 8 th,  1915. — A  discharged  Belgian 
soldier  who  was  a  student  at  the  University 
of  Brussels  when  the  War  broke  out,  Lucien 
Mercier,  was  severely  injured  by  a  blow 
from  the  butt  of  a  rifle  in  the  region  of  the 
heart  during  a  bayonet  charge  on  Septem¬ 
ber  1 2th. 

He  has  been  an  invalid  ever  since;  he 
has  suffered  from  what  he  calls  violent 
<  crises  5  almost  daily,  at  times  accompanied 
with  the  spitting  of  blood;  he  also  had 
rheumatism  in  the  knee  ;  he  came  under  my 
care  on  July  9th.  He  told  me  yesterday 
that  he  had  had  no  pain  or  attack  of  any 
sort  for  the  last  seven  days  and  feels  quite 
well. 

Another  discharged  Belgian,  Sergeant 
Louis  Voyez,  aged  forty-six,  was  a  volunteer 
at  the  beginning  of  the  War;  after  serving 
five  months  in  the  trenches  he  was  invalided 
and  has  been  in  hospital  ever  since  suffering 
from  daily  attacks  of  pain  in  the  heart  and 
from  Insuffisance  mitrale  (as  mentioned  in 
the  medical  report).  He  came  under  my 
care  on  June  29th,  and  tells  me  that  yesterday 
was  the  fourth  consecutive  day  during  which 
he  has  had  no  pain. 
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Another  discharged  Belgian  soldier, 
Fernand  Vandermeulen,  came  to  me  on 
July  14th  suffering  from  intestinal  trouble 
and  varicose  veins.  He  told  me  yesterday 
(July  17th)  that  he  had  been  in  constant 
pain  internally  for  nine  months,  that  his 
pain  had  diminished  daily  under  my  treat¬ 
ment,  and  that  for  the  first  time  for  nine 
months  he  was  without  any  pain  whatever. 

A  man  in  the  Hunts  Cyclist  Battalion 
had  a  collision  whilst  bicycling  with  a  motor¬ 
car  at  Filey  on  May  24th,  causing  fracture 
of  the  skull.  He  has  been  under  my  care 
for  nine  days,  and  tells  me  this  morning  that 
this  is  the  first  day  since  the  accident  he  has 
been  entirely  free  from  pain. 

These  four  men  have  read  and  corrobor¬ 
ate  this  statement. 

Since  October,  1914,  I  have  entertained 
Belgian  Refugees  and  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers,  some  still  serving,  some  discharged. 

I  have  given  treatment  to  those  who 
desired  it  and  record  some  of  their  letters : 

le  5  Avril ,  1915. 

My  Lord, — C’est  avec  plaisir  que  je 
vous  ecris. 

Avec  plaisir  parce  que  la  presente  me 
donne  1’occasion  de  vous  dire  les  sentiments 
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de  profonde  reconnaissance,  et  de  bien 
sinceres  remerciments  qui  m’animent  pour 
les  soins  aussi  attentifs  qu’intelligents  et 
devoues  dont  vous  avez  bien  voulu  m’en- 
tourer  pendant  les  heureuse  jours  que  j’ai  eu 
Phonneur  de  passer  dans  votre  magnifique 
chateau,  Hinchingbrooke. 

En  effet,  avec  une  patience  admirable, 
tous  les  jours,  aussi  longtemps  qu’a  dure  mon 
mal  dans  le  dos  vous  veniez  me  soigner  et 
tous  les  jours  je  sentais  le  mal  diminuer  de 
plus  en  plus  jusqu  a  ce  qu’enfin  il  disparut 
completement.  Aussi,  je  le  repete  volontiers 
c’est  grace  a  vos  soins  eclaires  et  cela  sans  le 
moindre  medicament  que  mes  douleurs  dor- 
sales  disparurent. 

,  Je  vous  prie,  my  lord,  de  faire  de  la 
presente  attestation  ce  que  vous  voudrez,  de 
la  produire  quand  et  ou  il  vous  plaira. 

Je  termine,  my  lord,  en  vous  remerciant 
encore  pour  votre  bonte  et  en  vous  priant 
de  vouloir  croire  a  mes  sentiments  de  sincere 
reconnaissance  et  de  plus  profond  respect. 

Je  forme  des  voeus  et  prie  le  Bon  Dieu 
pendant  ces  belles  fetes  de  Paques  qu’il  vous 
accorde  bonne  sante  et  une  longue  et  heureuse 

■y|  ^ 

Adolphe  Van  Winckenroy, 

Corporal  de  2.  Garabiniers . 
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May  zbthy  1915. 

My  Lord, — Je  suis  rentre  a  Londres 
sous  la  delicieuse  impression  du  sejour  que 
j’ai  eu  dans  votre  superbe  Chateau  de  Hunt¬ 
ingdon. 

Indiscutablement  ce  sejour  a  ete  d’un 
grand  bien  pour  ma  sante ;  et  ne  fussent  vos 
soins  speciaux  que  vous  avez  voulu  me  donner 
et  votre  grande  science  de  guerisseur  je  ne 
serais  pas  encore  retabli. 

Je  ne  puis  done  assez  vous  exprimer  une 
reconnaissance  pour  toute  votre  bonte  a  mon 
egard. 

Veuillez  croire,  my  lord,  a  Fexpression 
de  ma  haute  consideration. 

Gustave  L.  Boeckmans. 

Hinchingbrooke ,  Huntingdon , 

le  21  J* ,  1915. 

Monsieur  le  Comte  de  Sandwich, — 
Je  suis  heureux  de  pouvoir  par  le  presente 
vous  temoigner  toute  la  reconnaissance  que 
m’inspire  pourvous  le  present  etat  de  ma  sante. 

Je  souffrais  de  l’estomac  depuis  la  fin  du 
mois  d’Aout,  1914,  d’une  fafon  assez  dou- 
loureuse  au  point  meme  que  certains  jours  je 
devrais  garder  la  chambre. 

Des  douleurs  lancinantes  me  prenaient 
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souvent  a  les  mets  que  Ton*  me  servait  m’in- 
spiraient  quels  qu’ils  fussent  une  invincible 
repugnance.  Depuis  le  14  jjuillet,  1915, 
jour  oil  je  suis  arrive  a  votre  propriete 
Hinchingbrooke  et  ou  vous  avez  entrepris 
ma  guerison,  je  dois  a  la  verite  de  dire  que 
les  douleurs  lancinantes  de  Pestomac  ont 
completement  disparus.  Je  mange  de  fort 
bon  appetit  tous  les  mets  servis. 

D’un  autre  cote,  je  souffrais  de  varices 
suite  du  surmenage  occasionne  pour  deux 
mois  de  campagne  d’une  fa9on  suffisament 
consequente  puisque  cette  affection  suffit  a 
elle  seule  pour  forcer  mes  medecins  a  me 
declarer  inapte  a  continuer  la  campagne. 

Vos  soins  ont  amene  Monsieur  le  Comte 
une  telle  amelioration  que  je  puis  sans  for- 
fanterie  esperer  sous  peu  la  disparition  a  peu 
pres  totale  de  mes  douleurs. 

Depuis  cinq  jours  je  ne  ressent  presque 
plus  rien. 

Veuillez  agreer,  monsieur  le  Comte, 
1’assurance  de  ma  profonde  et  sincere  re¬ 
connaissance. 

Fernand  Vander  Meulen, 

soldat  Beige  11.de  ligne . 

There  are,  I  believe,  in  London  several 
societies  which  aim  at  the  furtherance  of  the 
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belief  in  Spiritual  Healing.  I  am  not  a 
member  of  any  such  society,  but  I  am 
naturally  and  deeply  interested  in  the  work 
of  Mr.  Hickson,  of  22  Talbot  Square,  Hyde 
Park,  who  first  brought  to  my  knowledge 
the  existence  and  the  reality  of  the  power. 

I  am  permitted  to  quote  from  a  treatise 
by  the  Rev.  Claude  O’Flaherty,  on  ‘  the 
Medical  Profession  and  Mental  and  Spiritual 
Healing,’  a  chapter  which  deals  with  the 
subject,  and  I  cordially  recommend  the  facts 
and  opinions  therein  contained  to  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  my  readers  ;  I  believe  in  them 
all  except  with  those  in  the  last  sentence. 

Truth  cannot  die,  even  if  rejected  by  the 
Medical  Profession. 

He  quotes  the  views  of  Sir  Clifford 
Allbutt,  Sir  H.  T.  Butlin,  and  Sir  W.  Ostler, 
who  advocate  the  co-operation  of  spiritual 
healing  with  medical  science: — 

‘These  opinions  have  an  important  bearing 
upon  a  practical  question  that  has  lately 
arisen  regarding  the  Hospice  of  the  Society 
of  Emanuel.  At  this  Hospice,  patients 
were  admitted  free  of  charge,  and  were 
tended  spiritually  by  clergy,  and  by  Mr. 
Hickson  and  his  assistants.  These,  while  they 
supplied  spiritual  ministrations,  in  no  way 
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touched  upon  the  province  of  the  doctors, 
or  used  physical  methods.  Two  doctors 
who  visited  the  hospice  each  week,  and 
examined  all  the  patients,  did  any  medical 
work  that  was  necessary.  These  two 
doctors,  moreover,  duly  certified  all  the 
cases.  As  a  result  of  his  experience  Dr. 
James  Moorhead  says  :  “  I  have  had  some 
experience  of  Mr.  Hickson’s  work  during 
the  past  two  years,  and  I  can  say  with  all 
confidence  that  he  has  been  the  means  of 
bringing  much  comfort  and  help — physical 
and  spiritual — to  several  sufferers.  I  testify 
with  pleasure  that  he  has  been  successful  in 
curing  and  alleviating  cases  of  both  organic 
and  functional  disease.”  And  he  goes  on  to 
cite  cases. 

‘  In  such  a  hospice  there  was  an  excellent 
opportunity  for  doctor  and  spiritual  healer 
to  work  in  harmony.  And  yet,  in  spite  of 
the  recommendations  quoted  above,  the  two 
doctors  who  visited  the  hospice  were 
threatened  with  prosecution  for  <c  covering 
unqualified  practice.”  It  is  hard  to  under¬ 
stand  this,  or  to  see  where  the  unqualified 
practice  comes  in.  The  spiritual  work  was 
duly  qualified  by  the  approval  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the  Bishop 
of  London,  and  all  the  medical  work  was 
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done  by  the  two  fully  qualified  practitioners 
who  have  been  threatened.  It  is  earnestly 
to  be  hoped  that  it  is  not  too  late  to  make  a 
concordat  between  the  Medical  Council  and 
the  Society  of  Emanuel.  Any  persecuting 
measure  will  only  bring  discredit  to  the 
honourable  profession  of  medicine,  and  do 
it  harm  in  the  eyes  of  the  public  ;  while 
openness  to  welcome  new  truth,  or  at  least 
observe  impartially,  will  always  command 
honour,  as  being  characteristic  of  true  science. 

c  If  the  present  course  is  persisted  in,  it 
becomes  very  hard  to  answer  the  enemies  of 
the  profession,  who  compare  the  medical 
critics  of  spiritual  healing  to  the  silversmiths 
of  Ephesus  assembled  in  synod  to  discuss 
St.  Paul’s  orthodoxy.  They  say  :  “  The 
doctors  are  trying  to  stamp  out  spiritual 
healing  because  it  affects  their  pockets.  See 
what  they  do  :  they  accept  no  evidence  of 
cure  except  from  medical  men,  but  if  medical 
men  examine  the  cases,  they  threaten  them 
with  prosecution  for  c  covering  unqualified 
practice.’  ”  Then,  having  stopped  the 
mouths  of  those  who  would  give  evidence, 
they  will  say  that  the  claims  of  the  spiritual 
healer  are  baseless  because  there  is  no  medical 
evidence  behind  them. 

‘  This  is  a  very  ugly  charge,  and  it  is 
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likely  to  be  widely  made  by  our  enemies. 
But  how  is  it  to  be  refuted  if  the  facts  are 
on  their  side  ?  How  can  the  medical  pro¬ 
fession  ever  obtain  reliable  evidence  regarding 
spiritual  healing  if  they  forbid  any  doctor  to 
watch  and  report  on  the  spiritual  healer’s 
work  ?  If  there  is  truth  in  spiritual  healing, 
the  medical  profession  will  surely  be  glad  to 
accept  it  ;  if  there  is  not,  it  will  die  of  itself 
without  repressive  measures.’ 

I  have  already  alluded  to  cases  in  which 
I  may  not  have  been  successful  ;  but  I  may 
here  mention  two  (and  they  are  the  only 
two  which  I  can  call  to  mind  to  which  I 
have  devoted  a  great  deal  of  time  and  atten¬ 
tion)  where,  in  my  estimation,  there  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  the  usually 
wonderful  result. 

They  are  the  cases  of  my  nephew, 
Percyval  Dyke,  who  had  suffered  for  years 
from  asthma  and  other  troubles,  and  of  a 
boy,  aged  fourteen,  Ian  Couper,  the  son  of 
J.  C.  Couper,  Esq.,  of  Edinburgh,  who 
suffered  from  meningitis  in  1910,  and  who 
has  ever  since  been  affected  with  infantile 
paralysis  in  the  arms,  and  was  considered 
incurable. 

I  think,  however,  that  the  following 
letters  which  I  have  received  from  their 
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relatives  on  these  cases  respectively  do  not 
entirely  justify  my  diffidence.  These  are 
their  letters  to  me : — 

( From  my  Nephew .) 

Southern  hay ,  Cambridge  Road , 
Bournemouth .  September  1 5^,  1912. 

My  dear  Uncle  Hinch, — . My 

health  has  come  back  so  strong  from  your 
treatment.  J  have  been  walking  about  all 
over  the  place  and  don't  seem  to  get  dis¬ 
tressed  at  all,  which  is  the  marvellous  part 

*t#  Yours  affectionately, 

P.  H.  Dyke. 

(From  his  Wife.) 

. Percyval  is  as  he  says  splendid  ; 

he  walked  yesterday  afternoon  from  2.30  to 

4*45  •  Yours  affectionately, 

Edyth. 

His  father,  Sir  William  Hart  Dyke, 
wrote  to  me  the  following  letter  :• — 

Lullingstone  Castle ,  Eynsford , 

Kent.  October  nth ,  1912. 

My  dear  Hinch, — Percy  has  just  left 
after  a  few  days'  visit,  at  least  not  Percy  as 
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he  was  some  months  ago,  and  I  hardly 
realise  the  great  change  for  the  better  in  his 
condition. 

I  must  write  and  tell  you  how  grateful  I 
am  to  you  for  all  the  time  and  care  you 
have  bestowed  on  him.  Certainly  a  great 
change  for  the  better  has  been  wrought  in 
him,  and,  although  I  wonder,  I  again  thank 

y°U-  Yours  affectionately, 

W.  H.  Dyke. 

Soutliernhay ,  Cambridge  Road, , 
Bournemouth .  July  20 th,  1915. 

My  dear  Uncle  Hinch, — . lam 

sure  your  treatment  improved  the  general 
tone  of  my  health  and  I  have  never  gone 

.  Yours  affectionately, 

P.  H.  Dyke. 

In  regard  to  the  case  of  Ian  Couper, 
I  copy  the  following  reports  from  his 
mother  : — 

Kaimend ,  North  Berwick,  N.B. 

June  10th ,  1914. 

Dear  Lord  Sandwich, — We  had  an 
excellent  journey  home  yesterday.  They 
all  see  a  great  improvement  in  Ian  and 
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think  he  has  grown  a  lot  as  well  as 
broadened  out,  and  the  nurse  when  she 
put  Ian  to  bed  last  night  was  amazed  at  the 
improvement  in  the  shoulders  and  neck,  and 
also  in  the  evenness  of  the  shoulder  blades. 
I  think  you  will  be  pleased  to  hear  this, 
though  I  know  you  don’t  mind  what  people 

•  E.  Winifred  Couper. 


July  igt/i,  1915. 

Since  Ian  has  been  having  treatment 
from  Lord  Sandwich  his  progress  towards 
recovery  has  been  very  steady,  though  slow. 
He  has  never  once  looked  back  during  this 
last  year,  but  has  always  improved  in  every 

way*  Elsie  Couper. 

I  have  thus  simply  and  concisely  given 
an  account  of  my  experiences.  I  hope  that 
I  have  produced  sufficient  evidence  to  support 
my  assertions. 

My  motive  is  to  confute  the  theories  of 
those  who  reject  and  despise  the  Power  of 
Spiritual  Healing  ;  to  support  those,  who 
are  obliged  by  unavoidable  circumstances  to 
accept  money  for  the  benefits  they  are  per¬ 
mitted  to  bestow  on  the  sick  and  suffering, 
and  in  all  humility  to  bear  presert  testimony 
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to  the  Truth  recorded  in  the  Bible  of  the 
Sayings  of  Christ  and  his  Apostles. 

I  fully  realise  that  in  this  as  in  all  con¬ 
ditions  of  life  there  are  miscreants  ;  if  there 
were  no  evil,  there  would  be  no  good  in  the 
world. 

I  already  find  ample  work  for  the 
exercise  of  my  gift,  I  confess  with  regret 
that  owing  to  the  narrow-minded  opposition 
and  ignorance  of  doctors  and  nurses,  with 
whom  I  have  always  endeavoured  to  avoid 
any  conflict,  I  have  sometimes  refrained  from 
any  exercise  of  the  Power  in  hospitals  and 
elsewhere,  where  I  felt  I  should  have  been 
of  benefit. 

I  have,  however,  on  a  few  occasions  when 
I  could  evade  the  observation  of  doctors, 
nurses,  and  attendants,  relieved  the  sufferings 
of  wounded  soldiers. 

I  happened  to  be  in  a  military  hospital 
on  an  occasion  when  a  soldier  had  just  been 
admitted  suffering  from  severe  concussion  of 
the  brain  in  consequence  of  a  fall  from  his 
horse ;  the  doctor  asked  me  to  treat  the  man. 
He  was  totally  unconscious  when  I  visited 
him.  The  subject  was  never  subsequently 
alluded  to  by  doctor  or  nurse,  but  I  heard 
that  the  man  made  the  most  marvellous 
recovery. 
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My  general  principle  has  been  only  to 
attend  those  who  invite  my  services.  There 
have  been,  however,  many  instances  where 
people  have  been  unable  to  ask  for  my  help, 
under  such  circumstances  when  directed  to 
do  so  I  offer  my  services. 

I  think  it  will  be  generally  admitted  that 
there  can  be  no  personal  gain  or  human 
advantage  to  myself  in  my  work.  I  hope 
that  I  look  upon  it  as  a  labour  of  love. 

In  answer  to  criticisms  of  things  I  have 
said,  and  often  of  things  I  have  not  said,  I 
simply  assert,  and  I  think  I  have  produced 
evidence  in  support  of  my  assertions,  that 
the  Power  of  Spiritual  Healing  exists  now, 
as  it  has  existed  in  the  past  according  to  the 
teaching  of  Christ,  and  of  his  Apostles,  as  a 
Divine  Gift — as  a  gift  of  the  Spirit  of  God. 

I  am  not  aware  that  the  ministers  of  the 
Church  have  fixed  a  limit  to  this  doctrine, 
or  offer  any  other  interpretation  of  the  texts 
I  have  quoted. 

The  authorities  of  the  Medical  Profession 
must  allow  that  there  is  a  limit  to  the  efficacy 
of  their  treatment,  but  I  presume  that  they  do 
not  seek  to  restrict  the  infinity  of  Spiritual 
Power. 

I  have  already  alluded  to  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  my  name  coming  before  the 
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public  in  1913,  in  the  innumerable  applica¬ 
tions  I  received  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 

If  a  similar  result  ensues  on  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  this  work  I  regret  that  I  shall  be 
unable  under  existing  circumstances  to  reply. 

I  believe,  however,  that  I  am  directed 
in  all  cases  what  course  to  pursue,  and  I  feel 
the  most  profound  gratitude  to  Almighty 
God  for  the  Gift  with  which  He  has  endowed 
me  for  the  healing  of  disease,  and  the  relief 
of  pain  and  suffering. 


Strangeways  &  Sons 


,  Cambridge  Circus,  JV.C. 


